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Prepared by Robert R. Bell
Vessel:
Dates:
Locality:
Purpose:
R/V KELP BASS
November 12 - 14, 1974
Santa Catalina Island
1. To collect California spiny lobster, PanuZirus
interruptus 3 for life history studies.
2. T'o evaluate escape ports in c01l1me.rcial traps.
~ Procedure: Lobsters wer~ trapped in rocky bottom habitat near
Isthmus Cove using commercial traps with 5.1 x lO.2-cm
(2x4-inch) mesh, and 2.5 x 2.S-cm (lxI-inch) and 2.5
x S.l-cm (lx2-inch) mesh 'traps. Thirteen of 46 traps
were fitted with experimental escape ports~ All
lobsters caught were measured, sexed, and released.
Results: Two nights of trappi.ng, totaling 92 trap pulls, caught
'336 lobsters of which 148 were legal size (44%). FeIT~les
comprised 42% (141) of the catch; none carried eggs.
Recaptures 9f marked lobsters accounted for 36% (121) of
the catch. Seventy-seven had been recaptured on pre-
'vious cruises;' 44 were new captures.
Traps with escape ports caught 67 legals and 7 shorts.
Those without caught 81 legals and 181 shorts.
Personnel: M. Mazarovich, Vessel Captain
C. W. Haugen, Biologist-in-charge, DFG
Dc Ono, Biologist, DFG
J. Engle, Biologist, USC
T. Hoban, Biologist, DFG
P. Petrich, Port Captain, DFG (Nov. 12-13)
F. Hubbard, Conservation Info. Officer, DFG (Nov. 13-14)
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